
 Christian County Commission 100 West Church St, Room 100 

  Ozark, MO  65721 

 April Term http://ChristianCountyMO.iqm2.com 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Monday, May 2, 2016 8:50 AM The Christian County Courthouse 

I. Convene 

 The meeting was called to order at 8:50 AM by Presiding Commissioner Ray Weter 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Ray Weter Presiding Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Bill Barnett Western Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Sue Ann Childers Eastern Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Ashley Hannah Secretary Present 8:50 AM 

Rachel Hankins Assistant Present 8:50 AM 

II. Agenda 

Motion/Vote - 8:50 AM Christian County Commission 
Discussion -  Approve Agenda 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah and Miranda Beadles. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the agenda as 
published for 05/02/2016. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 8:55 AM Kay Brown-Christian County Clerk 
Minutes & Financials Approval -  Approve Minutes and Financials 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah and Miranda Beadles. 

 

No minutes and no financials to approve. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:00 AM Beth Schaller-MoDOT 
Monthly Update -  MoDOT Monthly Update 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Miranda Beadles, Louie Bench, Todd 
Wiesehan and Beth Schaller. 
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Beth Shaller began her report by touching on road construction.  65 & CC is progressing 
and is on schedule.  We started the 65 - 6 lane project that will go just past Evans Road.  
They are having to put in a storm sewer in the center because that will eventually all be 
pavement and so there has to be some where for the water to go. It also will involve 
rebuilding the southbound bridge and replacing the north bound bridge.  Nixa has a STP 
project going at Tracker & Main, that just started. There is work at the intersection of 14 
& 13/160, they are moving utilities and will be starting with construction soon. Those 
are the main projects that will impact Christian County. You are all probably aware of 
the 2% gas tax, at first it was going to be voted on by the legislature and then it was 
amended to 5.9% gas tax that would be sent to the people. It made it through the 
senate but not sure if it will make it out of the House. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked what construction is happening at South & 
Jackson? 

Beth Schaller said they are working on the 2nd phase of ADA improvements and now 
that funding has opened back up we are widening those roads. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked when we originally approved those weren't they 
going to be about $4 million?  

Beth Schaller said when we did the 325 plan, we were only allowed to spend money on 
primary routes and 14 is a primary route and we scheduled some work on those 
locations and now that they funding has opened back up and our communities are 
telling OTO what they want, they are wanting to widen that location.  We had already 
bid that work for the ADA improvements and awarded the contract and so it was a 
matter of we meet the commitment. Our new director, Director McKenna is very 
comfortable with the 5 year bill and spending down some of the Road Trust Fund which 
is making things happen. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked is there any ADA work being done on South 
street? 

Beth Schaller said I believe so, let me look that up to be sure.  

Commissioner Childers said I know this is in Greene County but how is the work on  NN 
& 60 going. 

Beth Schaller said they ran into a few issues with Pennacle rock but it is going well.  

Presiding Commissioner Weter said a couple of weeks ago we had a meeting with 
Springfield OTO, Frank was there and we were talking about BRO funds and we were 
talking about the fact that we are going to go over the alloted cap and if you get 
supplemental money  it will have to go back into the pot, is that right? 

Miranda Beadles said that is my understanding OTO is asking us to pick an intersection 
or dedicate that money in support of something for Nixa or Ozark. But we can't use it for 
anything that is currently under construction. They are putting together a project list 
and wanted our input. 

Commissioner Barnett asked what about Nicholas & 14? 
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Miranda Beadles said it was bundled together with the 14 widening project. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said I was asking about BRO funds and speaking with 
Frank said that the only restrictions on BRO funds were the County boundaries. I asked 
point blank does that mean we can spend that money on any bridge project in the 
County and he said that just as long as there is a need for a bridge, it doesn't matter if it 
is in a special road district, as long as it is within the boundaries of the County. Is that 
correct? 

Beth Schaller said basically your BRO funds are based on the conditions of the bridges in 
your County. 

 

Louie Bench said SB320 hearing has been completed but not voted on at all. 

Beth Schaller said it is on a very  tight timeline. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said I appreciate the update does anyone have any 
questions. 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:00 AM Todd Wiesehan-Planning and Development 
Rezoning Application -  Rezoning Hearing-Decker Building & Development-A1-R1 State 
HWY W, Ozark-J & M Coffer Farms, 11C A1-R1 State HWY F, Ozark 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Todd Wiesehan, Miranda Beadles, Judy 
Dollarhite, Louie Bench, Mike & Karen Coffer, Roy Decker, Robert Palmer and Dennis 
Amsinger. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter presented the proposal Roy Decker's property on W, 
South of Hwy 14 in Ozark.   

Todd Wiesehan said as far as the particulars of the land have already been determined 
to be acceptable by the P&Z commission. The question before the Commission today, is 
it appropriate to change the zoning from A1 to R1 for the purpose of low density 
residential development. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said the decision in my mind is the appropriateness of 
rezoning A1 to R1 and the P&Z commission did recommend approval. It looks like 
everything has been addressed. Mr. Decker do you have anything to add to the 
Commission's knowledge. 

Mr. Roy Decker said no, not on the rezoning. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said there is a dog kennel close by, is this a commercial 
business? 

Mr. Decker said there is a kennel on the neighboring property and their concern is when 
we build these nice homes, is somebody going to complain about her existing kennel?  
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Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to accept and approve the zoning 
change for case #2016-0062,  parcel 12-0.9-31-0-0-2.001 from A1 to R1.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
Motion to Rezone Parcel #11-09-31-0-0-9 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Todd Wiesehan, Miranda Beadles, Judy 
Dollarhite, Louie Bench, Mike & Karen Coffer, Roy Decker, Robert Palmer and Dennis 
Amsinger. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter presented case #2016-0063, Michael & Karen Coffer, 
current zoning is A1 and the request is to rezone to R1 there currently is a mixture of A1, 
R1, RR1 and AR. This is a 40 acre site with one residence, right?  

Mr. Mike Coffer said There isn't an existing home on the property now, we took it down. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked is there anyone here that would like to speak to 
this proposal; for or against? 

Commissioner Barnett asked the house that you tore down is that where the guy lived 
that got rid of animals in your attic? 

Mr. Coffer said yes, the house was beyond repair and so we took the house down. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the Planning and 
Development's request to approve the rezoning from A1 to R1 for case #2016-0063, 
parcel 11-09-31-0-0-9.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 11:04 AM Lacey Hart-Christian County Auditor 
Monthly Update -  Monthly Report 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Louie Bench, Judy 
Dollarhite, Lacey Hart, and Amber Duran of Christian County Headliner. 

 

Lacey Hart presented her monthly report for March. Report attached. 
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Lacey Hart said my report is based on the analysis that I sent you after the financial 
statements are finished.  I try to hit upon items that seem a little odd. 

Lacey Hart said I have received an e-mail on Tyler equipment,  the contract to bid on the 
server equipment.  Matthew Smith is concerned that the date they anticipated to go live 
will be delayed to a later date. Also, I have been tracking the late fees and reasons for 
inefficient processes. They include invoices being held back, lack of cross training, and so 
much of our systems are paper based. The requirements for requisitions worked in the 
beginning but we have slid back from that. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked if there is something peculiar about the utility bills 
that causes us to be late? 

Lacey Hart said most of that would be for Juvenile because there are so many entities 
that they receive bills for but we are working on it to prevent future late charges.  

Presiding Commissioner Weter said will we still have this problem when we have our 
new accounting program? 

Lacey Hart said no, it will improve with a better accounting system and better 
technology but in the end, it all comes down to people, not being in the office and 
vacations etc. Cross training will help this to improve. 

Lacey Hart said we should get reimbursed for a charge for the red diesel fuel tax.  I have 
a form that was filed by April 15 to get all the tax back we would be reimbursed through 
2015. We have the 2013 rejection of our form.  We can still apply for that amount for 
2013 if we have this letter to show compliance. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked are you saying that the department of revenue 
couldn't find their own rejection notice? 

Lacey Hart said they purge everything after a couple of years and so I have spoke with 
Kay Brown to get copies. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve Lacey Hart's monthly 
report. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -  Christian County Commission 
Discussion -  Soil and Water Conservation Funding 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Judy Dollarhite, and Robert Palmer. 
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Presiding Commissioner Weter presented Christian County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, located at 1786 S. 16th Ave.  The Soil and Water Conservation District has 
traditionally received funding from the County for multiple years and it is 2016 and we 
have to decide if we are going to supplement their budget this year. The County officers 
presented a compelling argument that they are having trouble with a NoTil drill which is 
loaned out to farmers. The one they have is pretty rickety and a new one will cost 
$27,000.00. This is not an expense that most Christian County land owners can afford.  
They ultimately would like to purchase a new one.  MAC dues are approximately 
$50,000.00. The auditor, Lacey Hart thought that this would be an appropriate place to 
obtain the funds. Two things we need to consider is if we are going to contribute and if 
we contribute, how much are we going to contribute. 

Commissioner Barnett said if we contribute we should stay in the $5,000.00 range. 

Commissioner Childers said we should contribute but even if we gave them $10,000.00 
that wouldn't cover the repairs on the drills and we didn't necessarily budget for this 
even though we have a place to take it out of. 

Lacey Hart said last year there was $5,000.00 that we spent and its been coming out of 
that same line and we have the exact same amount budgeted for 2016 and to me, it was 
a good assumption that there was $5,000.00 budgeted for that purpose.   

Presiding Commissioner Weter said that they would need to come to the 2017 budget 
meeting and request their need. This is a real benefit to our farmers to buy this 
equipment and I think we should step up and help our farmers.  I am going to suggest 
for consideration  to split the difference and discuss the $7,500.00, if that is ok. 

Lacey Hart said that it would come out of the miscellaneous budget and that would be 
something that I would need to look at to make sure and also to a lot for future 
expenditures. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked for public comments. 

Robert Palmer what are these drills used for? 

Judy Dollarhite said they are available to use for a variety of crops and the farmers are 
needing them and they are backed up. 

Lacey Hart said if everything lines up as in previous years, we have about a $6,500.00 
cushion. 

Louie Bench if its that vital to our farmers, I would say it would be a good use of our 
money.  

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to contribute the $7,500.00 to 
Christian County Soil and Conservation District. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 12:00 PM Christian County Commission 
Agreement -  Signing of Amendment to Professional Services-Paragon Architecture 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, LouieBench, Amy Duran, 
Gerald Griffith, Kay Brown, Judy Dollarhite, Lacey Hart, Barbara Stillings, Brad Erwin, 
Jared Younglove, Mary Arsigo, Sheriff Brad Cole. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said this is a work in progress and as it progresses so do 
the expenses. We have an amendment with Professional Services Agreement between 
Christian County and Paragon for Christian County Justice project phase 2. 

Brad Erwin said we have spent a good chunk of Thursday and Friday going over the 
plans with each of the Departments. I thought that we had looked at the Prosecutor 
area on the second floor. 

Barbara Stillings said I apologize Ray, I thought you were the one to make that decision. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said it was my assumption that there would be 
conversations between the Courts and Paragon. 

Barbara Stillings said again I apologize, to me, the decision was yours. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said when you look at the Jury room, there was some 
questions as to jury deliberation, jury staging whether that separating wall would be 
adequate. 

Brad Erwin said and we could remove that to make that room larger. 

Brad Erwin said I think that wall is better kept in place and allows a more flexible type of 
the space, if we feel we need to demo that wall to make that room larger, we can 
definitely do that.  We are trying to find that happy medium between the most efficient 
use of space and the most efficient use of dollars. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said where is that quarter wall going to terminate? 

Brad Erwin said we would remove the upper two-thirds of that south wall and leave the 
bottom third in place and so that room would be slightly "L" shaped. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said so you wouldn't remove that door. 

Brad Erwin said no we would leave the door in place and lock it. There may be a similar 
approach where there would be doors that we could permanently lock instead of 
removing.  

Presiding Commissioner Weter said for the proposed Juvenile relocation, the holding 
cells are gone.  The 2nd floor we are going to repurpose the proposed 
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prosecutor/witness office and turn it into the auditor's office. This removes any expense 
in creating an office for the auditor on the first floor. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked Barb would you like to weigh in? 

Barbara Stillings said Ray & I discussed that there is a desk still up there I assume that 
when court is not in session, the bailiff will probably stand on the first floor by the 
security check point with the employee there. 

Brad Erwin asked where would we put the prosecutor/witness area? 

Barbara Stillings said we decided we wouldn't need one. 

Brad Erwin said the idea with the bailiff is to do just that and give the bailiff a desk. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said I invite the public to comment before we decide.  

Judy Dollarhite said on 2nd floor where the bathrooms are would it be possible to 
temporarily lock that door so the jury would have a private bathroom with a ramp to 
make it ADA compliant?  And where the pews are couldn't we move them together to 
eliminate the center isle leaving room to put up the temporary wall that we had 
discussed at the last meeting.  Also the witness and the clerk was something else that 
they discussed being close to the jury box, I know that was a concern.  I don't know how 
you alleviate that so the jury can still see the witness, maybe an angled seat somehow. 
That is my understanding that it is intimidating for the witness to be that close to the 
jury. 

Barbara Stillings said a couple of things that I talked to Judge Johnson about, I am not 
sure where the misunderstanding about the witness being to close to the witness box. 
How it is in the Historic Courtroom is how we would like it in the future when we redo 
Judge Johnson's courtroom.  It is nice to have the witness close to the Judge so they 
both can view the exhibits and they can hear the witness better. Judge Johnson said that 
she is ok with the public staying seated until after the jury has exited.  

Lacey  blocking off the bathroom for private use for the jurors would be an issue for the 
employees on the 2nd floor. I was curious as to where the coroner ended up. 

Brad Erwin said the Coroner's office is to be determined. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the Professional 
Services amended agreement of $40,500.00 for Paragon. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 
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III. Adjournment 

 The meeting was closed at 12:20 PM 
Motion/Vote - 12:20 PM   
Motion to Adjourn 
Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 
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